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APPLICATION FOR SECTION 44(A) RELIEF
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Business Rate Account No:   


Address of the Premises:        

Name of the Ratepayer:         


Contact Telephone No:           


Date Unoccupied Parts Became Vacant: 

     Please give a brief description of what the premises comprise and which parts are

     unoccupied. If possible, please send plans of the premises, highlighting the areas which
     are occupied and which are unoccupied. Please note whilst your application is being 
     processed, your current rates are due and payable.
     Please return this form, together with the above documentation, to:

     Chorley Council

     PO Box 13

     Chorley

     PR7 1AR

Guidance Notes for Partly Occupied Property

A ratepayer is liable for the full non-domestic rate whether the property is fully or only partly used. Where a property is partly occupied for a short time, under Section 44(a) of the Local Government Finance Act 1988 we can ask the Valuation Office Agency (VOA) to issue a certificate to confirm the premises are part-occupied. This certificate apportions the rateable value between the occupied and unoccupied parts and allows us to calculate your relief.

How do I qualify for this relief?

In order to qualify, the situation should be short-term and/or the circumstances should be unusual. It is not applicable if you are choosing not to use part of the property. We will consider applications made where the premises are partly unoccupied due to:

· full occupation being phased in over a period of time.

· full vacation occurring in stages over a period of time.

· temporary occupation, for example due to remedial building or refurbishment works, fire damage or similar.
We will only consider applications for Section 44A relief if the unoccupied areas will be unoccupied for a temporary period only i.e. no more than six months in any 12 month period. If the part of your property that is not being used is to remain empty for longer than this the VOA may be able to split the assessment and value the unoccupied area separately. 
Please note that in order for your application to be approved, a Council inspector must visit your premises and that we will not grant Section 44A relief if you apply after your premises have been fully occupied, or fully unoccupied.
How long does the relief last?

Relief will start on the date that ‘part occupation’ begins and will end on the 31st March of that particular financial year, or earlier if:
· there is a change in the extent of partial occupation, or

· the property becomes completely unoccupied/occupied
If we grant relief a new bill will be issued showing the amount of relief awarded. If we do not grant relief, you have no formal right of appeal. However you can write to us and ask for the decision to be reviewed. A different officer (not the person who made the original decision) will look at the decision again.
If you think you may qualify, please complete the form overleaf and enclose a plan of the premises showing the occupied and the unoccupied parts.  One of the Councils property inspectors will then contact you to arrange a visit to verify your application. You must continue to pay the full business rates while you are waiting for your application to be processed.
If you need further guidance, please contact us at:
Chorley Council

PO Box 13

Chorley

PR7 1AR 

Alternatively, phone 01257 515452 between 8.45am and 5.00pm Monday to Friday, or contact us at contact@chorley.gov.uk  
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