Dear Sirs
I am writing to express my opinions on the planning application for a third prison in Ulnes Walton.
I am a local resident and strongly object to this application – mainly for the following reasons:
· Loss of Green Belt and impact on the openness of this.  The impact of building a third prison will mean the loss of 75,000 acres of countryside, this will have a direct impact on the beautiful countryside where I live.  There has already been so much development around the local area and this has already affected local wildlife and the general busyness and traffic around the area.  I already feel that I no longer live in a quiet rural community (this has dramatically changed in the last 5 years with a big increase in the development of new housing), the further impact of at third prison being built would mean the area would become unrecognisable with further destruction of the green belt and irreversibly change the landscape, terrain and character of the locality to one which is much more urbanised and built-up.  
Concomitantly this would also have a devastating effect on the wildlife, with much wildlife already having been displaced due to the building of housing on the Leyland test track – a site that was not in use for many years which became a habitat for many wild and diverse creatures including deer.  
Carbon emissions would increase and a large carbon footprint result from the building of a third prison.  This is something that we desperately want to try and avoid as much as humanly possible due to the current climate crisis and the building of such a prison would directly go against this.  
· Increased traffic/inadequate highway infrastructure. The prison is situated off Ulnes Walton Lane; a quiet rural winding country lane.  This is not built for the increased traffic that would result from the construction of a third prison.  The road has no pavements and street lighting which additionally would make it dangerous if traffic were to increase by the amount that the proposed prison would require.  If Ulnes Walton Lane and the surrounding roads were to be further developed to accommodate the increase traffic demands, this would then mean the loss of more green belt land and yet more irreversible change to a quiet rural area and subsequent increased loss of wildlife.

Additionally, the required construction traffic to enable building would be significant, along a road which is currently not equipped to accommodate such machinery.  The construction would also mean much disruption for local residents.  

· Harmful impact on the amenity of residents due to noise and disturbance.  The sheer change that a third prison would bring about would have detrimental effects on local residents such as myself.  The outlook of the area would change, with the proposed seven 4 storey accommodation blocks and various other large buildings which would be built within 50m of residential properties.  Local views would be destroyed with the construction of the afore mentioned buildings, which are set to be twice the height of the ones which are currently in place at the existing prisons.  
The whole site is also set to be surrounded by a 5m high razor wired top fence along with security lighting.  This will massively add to the light pollution in the area and also be an eyesore for local residents.  
The noise created from the additional traffic and also during the construction of the site would have a harmful impact on the local residents and the quiet area which we are used to.  This would also be set to have a negative impact on health and wellbeing, at a time when stress levels are extremely high due to the cost-of-living crisis.  
Local footpaths would also have to be redirected meaning that as residents we can no longer easily enjoy the local rural area which is so important to our health and wellbeing.  

I trust that you will take the time to read and consider the above objections.  



